2023 - 2024 VOYAGES

New Zealand

>
>
>
>

New Zealand’s East Coast - 12 nights - Auckland to Milford Sound
Fiordland & the South Coast - 8 nights - Milford Sound to Wellington
Expedition to the Albatross Latitudes - 16 Nights - Milford Sound to Wellington
World Heritage Islands of the sub-Antarctic - 12 Nights - Bluff to Melbourne
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New Zealand
FOR TRUE EXPLORERS
New Zealand brings to mind awe-inspiring landscapes,
fascinating Maori culture and an abundance of unique
wildlife. With over 7,000km of coastline to be explored, this
is expedition cruising country. With the advantage of a highly
capable expedition ship and decades of local experience, you
can access glacial fiords, walk forested trails and visit isolated
villages. When you return to ship from your day ashore,
sample the famed wines and produce of New Zealand onboard
as you sail to the next day’s attraction.
There is no better way to experience the East Coast.
Our exploration vessels Coral Geographer and Coral
Adventurer will call on remote locations including Fiordland
and Marlborough Sounds, Napier, Kaikoura and Dunedin. Hike
through the lush Waimangu Volcanic Valley, journey deep
into quiet fiords and encounter striking Maori traditions in
historical Gisborne. Discover the unique character of east
coast towns, from the French-influenced Akaroa to Dunedin’s
Scottish heritage and Kaikoura’s seaside village charm.
Experience the vibrant energy and stories of Maori culture,
with a Kapa Haka and traditional greeting at Hauiti Marae.

Voyage Series

S

> New Zealand’s East Coast
12 Nights | Departs 7 Jan & 23 Dec 2023
> Fiordland & the South Coast
8 Nights | Departs 19 Jan 2023
> Expedition to the Albatross Latitudes
16 Nights | Departs 4 Jan 2024
> World Heritage Islands of the sub-Antarctic
12 Nights | Departs 31 Jan 2024

Expedition Note
These are expedition itineraries covering remote regions. Your Captain and Expedition Team will make changes to the daily
schedule when necessary to maximise your experience. These itineraries are indicative - some variation may occur due to
weather conditions, safety or local community requirements.
We recommend that you arrive to the embarkation port the day prior to departure and schedule your onward travel
arrangements for the day following disembarkation due to any unexpected changes that may occur in scheduling.
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IMAGES 1 Marlborough Sounds | 2 Stirling Falls, Milford Sound | 3 Sunset drinks at the Vista Deck Explorer Bar, credit Kate Potter | 4 Fur seal in Southland, New Zealand

Australian Hospitality at Sea
On board our Australian-flagged expedition ships, discover
a personalised, relaxed style of cruising. With a maximum
of 120 guests, there is no need for queues or assigned
seating. Instead, an intimate, convivial atmosphere shared
with like-minded travellers makes you feel at home.
Our Australian and New Zealand crew share their passion
for our destinations and the explorer’s life. Join our engine
room tours, watch our chefs at work in the open galley, and
chat with our Captain or officers on the bridge – they will
be delighted to have your company.
Our chefs, inspired by destination flavours, prepare cuisine
from fresh regional produce. Our wine cellars hold a
curated selection of wines and unique beers from Australia
and New Zealand.
Our guests love to mingle over drinks as the sun sets,
enjoy daily educational presentations by our lecturers,
participate in stargazing sessions after dark, or simply find
a quiet corner on deck and enjoy the solitude.

The Expedition Experience
We explore remote locations that are hard to reach or not
often touched by tourists, with shore excursions providing
environmental and cultural appreciation. Our small group
sizes ensure your experience is personal, with minimal
impact on the communities and environments we visit.
Enjoy excursions or activities each day, guided by
expert Expedition Leaders and lecturers who provide
commentary on culture, history, and the region’s unique
geology, plants and wildlife to help you connect with these
special places.
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Our SailSAFE Plan
It is always our priority to keep our guests and crew safe
while travelling with us. We have put in place a range of
tested and proven protocols to manage our expeditions in
a world in which COVID-19 exists. We have partnered with
Respond Global, a specialist medical advisory agency, to
develop this system which is among the most thorough in
the world.
Our key focus is on preventative measures where our
protocol includes mandatory vaccination and COVID-19
testing for all guests and crew prior to boarding. Once on
board we have adopted a wide range of mitigation actions
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and a response plan which is approved by authorities in the
regions in which we operate. Our plan is supported by
Standard Operation Procedures, developed for each vessel
requirements specific to the cruise destination.
We have maintained a high standard of safety and guest
comfort for almost four decades - a record we are proud of.

READ THE COMPLETE PLAN >
3
3

1

Spend days exploring the astonishing
landscapes of Fiordland & Marlborough Sounds

2

Experience a traditional Maori welcome, hear
stories, before a guided viewing of the carved
marae at Gisborne
3

Watch sperm whales breach at Kaikoura - one of the very few
places it is possible to encounter them

4

Observe New Zealand’s wildlife,
including fur seals, penguins, whales
and numerous bird species

Our Australian team of Expedition Leaders and regular Guest Lecturers have a wealth of knowledge of the unique landscapes, flora
and fauna and cultures of New Zealand. Passionate explorers, marine biologists, and naturalists, they provide on board lectures and
interpretation and are always keen to chat with you and share their expertise. They will ensure your experience is as enlightening and
enjoyable as possible by bringing you a new understanding and appreciation of the places you will discover on your expedition.
Our expeditions vessels Coral Geographer and Coral Adventurer will voyage to Auckland. Our expert guides will introduce you
to the lush Waimangu Volcanic Valley, Maori traditions in historic Gisborne, the sea-drowned valleys of World Heritage listed Te
Wahipounamu (place of the greenstone), known as Fiordland, and one of the world’s most precious and wild habitats, the subAntarctic Islands. These unspoiled lands are a sanctuary for wildlife, fostering numerous species of native birds including the rare
yellow-eyed penguin. This coast is home to sea lions, fur seals and pods of friendly dolphins.
Find freedom as you explore the farthest reaches.

IMAGES 1 Milford Sound | 2 Carved Marae at Gisborne | 3 Sperm whales at Kaikoura | 4 Fur seal, Fiordland | 5 Stewart Island | 6 Northern Royal Albatross, Dunedin |
7 Traditional Maori greeting, Gisborne | 8 Hiking in Marlborough Sounds
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5

Take a guided walk to spot birdlife on Stewart Island,
New Zealand’s little-visited ‘third island’
6

7

View the world’s only mainland breeding
colony of northern royal albatross at Dunedin

8

Discover the marvellous landscapes
and wildlife of the World Heritage listed
sub-Antarctic Islands

Learn about Maori culture &
customs at Hauiti Marae
Observe the birdlife on Stewart Island
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New Zealand’s
East coast
12 NIGHTS | 7 JANUARY & 23 DECEMBER 2023

1

Expedition Highlights

2

> Wander through the lush Waimangu Volcanic Valley, the
world’s youngest geothermal valley
> Enjoy walks at Marlborough Sounds and Stewart Island, with
spectacular views and birdwatching opportunities
> Experience the vibrant stories of Maori culture, and
spend time with a Maori family at Hauiti Marae
> Discover the unique character of east coast towns, from the
French-influenced Akaroa to Dunedin’s Scottish heritage and
Napier’s art deco architecture
> Explore three of Fiordland’s most beautiful sounds, including
the iconic Milford Sound and the largely inaccessible Dusky
and Doubtful Sounds
> Encounter many species of endemic birds and marine
wildlife, including the Fiordland crested penguin, New
Zealand fur seal, and the dusky dolphin
> Taste the renowned wines produced in the Hawke’s Bay and
Marlborough regions on our wine list
See Page 14 for Departures & Fares

VIEW AVAILABILITY & BOOK ONLINE >
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ITINERARY: 12 NIGHTS > AUCKLAND TO MILFORD SOUND
DAY 1: DEPART AUCKLAND
Board Coral Adventurer in Queen’s Wharf, Auckland Harbour
at 4:00 pm for a 5:00 pm departure. Enjoy Captain’s Welcome
Drinks this evening.
DAY 2: TAURANGA & WAIMANGU
A coach journey takes us to Waimangu, the world’s youngest
volcanic valley. Marvel at the gaping volcanic craters, hot water
springs and mysterious Inferno Crater. Later, we may have time
to stroll through the town of Tauranga.
DAY 3: GISBORNE
Maori traditions record Gisborne as the place where the first
Maori canoe landed and Captain Cook first came ashore. At
Tolaga Bay, we will be met by a Maori family at the Hauiti Marae
with a traditional Maori welcome and the opportunity to hear
their stories, before a guided viewing of the carved marae. Later,
visit the historic Tolaga Bay wharf.
DAY 4: NAPIER
In 1931 Napier was destroyed by an earthquake and the rebuilding
created the world’s greatest collection of art deco architecture,
surrounded by the award-winning wineries of Hawke’s Bay.
At Cape Kidnappers, we will have the opportunity to observe
the world’s largest mainland gannet colony, with spectacular
coastline views.
DAY 5 & 6: MARLBOROUGH SOUNDS
The ancient river valleys that form the Marlborough Sounds are
surrounded by forest-cloaked peaks and vineyards, all of which
present a breathtaking view from any perspective. This lush
region produces much of New Zealand’s seafood and 80% of its
wine.
After a relaxing day at sea cruising across Cook Strait to the
South Island, anchor at historic Ship Cove to spend the day
exploring Queen Charlotte Sound. Discover the dolphins and
seals of the Sounds with marine spotting from the Xplorer and
enjoy wonderful birdwatching on walks through Motuara Island
birdlife sanctuary. Guided by our expedition team, hike a section
of the spectacular Queen Charlotte Track. Visit Ship Cove to learn
of Captain Cook’s time here. Finish the day with a scenic cruise of
the Sound before we sail for our next destination.
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DAY 10: STEWART & ULVA ISLANDS
Known in Maori mythology as Te Punga o Te Waka – ‘The
Anchor Stone of Maui’s Canoe’ - Stewart Island (Rakiura) is New
Zealand’s little-visited ‘third island’. On Ulva Island, a sanctuary
for rare and endangered birds, take a guided walk to spot birdlife,
including the Rifleman, Weka, and Kereru. Explore the village of
Oban and cruise to Prices Point Whaling Station by Xplorer to
learn the region’s history.
DAY 11-12: FIORDLAND NATIONAL PARK
Fiordland National Park is part of UNESCO World Heritage listed
Southland. Carved by ancient glaciers, the fiords’ sheer cliffs and
steep ridges are cloaked with rainforest and cascading waterfalls.
These mostly inaccessible and awe-inspiring landscapes were
the mysterious source of powerful pounamu (New Zealand jade),
gathered by Maori from secret riverbeds.
Enter Fiordland National Park at dramatic Tamatea / Dusky
Sound and cruise among towering cliffs and sheet granite
walls to explore the depths of the inlets in the Zodiac, spotting
Fiordland penguins and fur seals. Early in the morning, a dawn
cruise traces Acheron Passage to Te Puaitaha / Breaksea Sound,
surrounded by breathtaking landscapes on all sides as we retrace
Cook’s journey. Enter Doubtful Sound / Patea, the deepest and
widest fiord. The stillness and silence here is compelling and
unforgettable. Cruise past the outer Seal Islands, Nee Islets
and through ‘the Gut’, before entering Te Awa-o-Tu / Thompson
Sound.
This afternoon, enter Milford Sound / Piopiotahi to a worldfamous view of Mitre Peak, opposite beautiful Stirling Falls.
You may have a chance to feel the spray from the waterfall –
according to Maori legend it will make you ten years younger!
Cruise to Harrison Cove, where an ancient glacier entered the
fiord, and visit Bowen Falls.
DAY 13: ARRIVE MILFORD SOUND
Disembark at 8:00 am before transferring by coach
to Queenstown. Your coach arrives in Queenstown at 1:30 pm.

DAY 7: KAIKOURA
Bordered by the impressive Seaward Range, the picturesque
town of Kaikoura is one of the few places to observe the sperm
whale. Aboard a specialised boat, search for these amazing
mammals. Later, enjoy free time in town or join a guided walk on
the beautiful peninsula.
DAY 8: AKAROA
Once a busy whaling outpost, Akaroa was the only French
settlement in New Zealand. Here, choose between two included
excursions: a harbour cruise to spot marine wildlife, or a tour to
visit the world’s largest colony of little penguins at Pohatu Bay,
with the chance to learn more about the conservation efforts
that are protecting them. A variety of short walks are available
into surrounding nature reserves, guided by our expedition team.
DAY 9: DUNEDIN
The Otago Peninsula is an area of exceptional diversity, and
we will be welcomed with sights of the world’s only mainland
breeding colony of northern royal albatross and a colony of the
rare yellow-eyed penguin. There will be a choice of included
excursions with local operators – choose between a coach tour
of the Otago Peninsula’s most scenic beaches and Dunedin’s
highlights, or take time to explore the city at your leisure:
perhaps visit the famous Speight’s Brewery, art gallery, or New
Zealand’s oldest botanic gardens.

Cara Cavanagh
Expedition Leader
Born and raised in Byron Bay,
the ocean has always played
a big role in Cara’s life. She is
passionate about the reef and
spent many years as a dive
instructor before making the
leap to Expedition guiding. As
an avid traveller, she is excited
to bring her experience as an
instructor and guide to our
explorations of New Zealand.
Cara is a keen birder and has
a passion for photography.

IMAGES 1 Native kaka, Stewart Island, credit Matt Crawford | 2 Akaroa harbour | 3 Guided walk in Fiordland, credit Miles Holden | 4 Fiordland from Coral Discoverer
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FIORDLAND & THE
SOUTH COAST
8 NIGHTS | 19 JANUARY 2023

1

Expedition Highlights

2

> Explore Queen Charlotte Sound to discover Ship Cove,
and walk a section of the Queen Charlotte Track
> Discover the unique character of east coast towns,
from the French-influenced Akaroa to Dunedin’s
Scottish heritage and Kaikoura’s seaside village charm
> Encounter many species of endemic birds and marine
wildlife, including the Fiordland crested penguin and
New Zealand fur seal in Southland
> Discover the Otago Peninsula’s scenic beaches and
explore the city of Dunedin at your leisure
> Spend a day exploring Rakiura (Stewart Island),
enjoy opportunities for endemic birdwatching and hike
a section of the Rakiura Track
> Witness the quiet grandeur of three of Fiordland’s
most beautiful Sounds - the astonishing Dusky and
Doubtful Sounds, and iconic Milford Sound
See Page 14 for Departures & Fares

VIEW AVAILABILITY & BOOK ONLINE >
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ITINERARY: 8 NIGHTS > MILFORD SOUND TO WELLINGTON
DAY 1: DEPART MILFORD SOUND
Transfer by coach from Queenstown to board Coral Adventurer
in Milford Sound at 3:00 pm. Cruise Milford Sound / Piopiotahi
to a world-famous view of Mitre Peak, rising some 1,682 metres
opposite Stirling Falls, which falls from the top of a 162-metre
high cliff into the inky dark water. You may have a chance to feel
the spray from the waterfall – according to Maori legend, it will
make you ten years younger! The steep overhanging cliffs are
awe-inspiring as we cruise to Harrison Cove and visit Bowen Falls.
DAY 2 & 3: FIORDLAND: DOUBTFUL & DUSKY SOUNDS
Fiordland National Park is part of UNESCO World Heritage listed
Southland. Carved by ancient glaciers, the fiords’ sheer cliffs and
steep ridges are cloaked with rainforest and cascading waterfalls.
These mostly inaccessible and awe-inspiring landscapes were
the mysterious source of powerful pounamu (New Zealand
jade), gathered by Maori from secret riverbeds. Enter Fiordland
National Park at dramatic Tamatea / Dusky Sound, and cruise
among towering cliffs and sheet granite walls to explore the
depths of the inlets in the Zodiac, spotting Fiordland penguins
and fur seals. Later, trace Acheron Passage to Te Puaitaha /
Breaksea Sound, surrounded by breathtaking landscapes on
all sides. Enter Doubtful Sound / Patea, the deepest and widest
fiord, to marvel at its compelling stillness.
DAY 4: DUNEDIN
The Otago Peninsula is an area of exceptional diversity, and
we will be welcomed with sights of the world’s only mainland
breeding colony of northern royal albatross and a colony of the
rare yellow-eyed penguin. There will be a choice of included
excursions with local operators – choose between a coach tour
of the Otago Peninsula’s most scenic beaches and Dunedin’s
highlights, or take time to explore the city at your leisure:
perhaps visit the famous Speight’s Brewery, art gallery, or New
Zealand’s oldest botanic gardens.
DAY 5: STEWART & ULVA ISLANDS
Known in Maori mythology as Te Punga o Te Waka – ‘The
Anchor Stone of Maui’s Canoe’ - Stewart Island (Rakiura) is New
Zealand’s little-visited ‘third island’. On Ulva Island, a sanctuary
for rare and endangered birds, take a guided walk to spot birdlife,
including the Rifleman, Weka and Kereru. Explore the village of
Oban and cruise to Prices Point Whaling Station by Xplorer to
learn the region’s history.
DAY 6: AKAROA
This morning, sail into the long harbour of Akaroa, formed by the
breached volcanic crater that makes up the Banks Peninsula. The
village of Akaroa is the only French settlement in New Zealand,
and its charming cottages and street names carry that identity.
Surrounded by the rolling hills of the Peninsula, the scenic village
was once a bustling whaling outpost. Here enjoy a harbour cruise
with a local operator to spot marine wildlife or a tour to visit
the world’s largest colony of little penguins at Pohatu Bay, with
the chance to learn more about the conservation efforts that
are protecting them. Guests will also have free time to explore
the scenic village. A variety of short walks are available into the
surrounding nature reserves, guided by our expedition team.
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DAY 7: KAIKOURA
Circled by a breathtaking snow-dusted Seaward Kaikoura Ranges,
the picturesque town of Kaikoura is renowned as possibly the
best whale watching destination in the world. Kaikoura is one of
the very few places it is possible to observe the sperm whale!
Aboard a small, specialised vessel, we will explore the ocean in
search of these amazing mammals, as well as fur seals, dusky and
Hector’s dolphins and other migratory whales.
Kaikoura means ‘to eat crayfish’, and you may have the
opportunity to taste fresh local seafood. Stroll through the
small town to visit the museums and cafes, before joining the
expedition team on a walk over the peninsula to marvel at the
spectacular scenery.
DAY 8: MARLBOROUGH SOUNDS
The ancient river valleys that form the Marlborough Sounds are
surrounded by forest-cloaked peaks and vineyards, all of which
present a breathtaking view from any perspective.
After a relaxing day at sea cruising across Cook Strait to the
South Island, anchor at historic Ship Cove to spend the day
exploring Queen Charlotte Sound. Discover the dolphins and
seals of the Sounds with marine spotting from the Xplorer and
enjoy wonderful birdwatching on walks through Motuara Island
birdlife sanctuary. Guided by our expedition team, hike a section
of the spectacular Queen Charlotte Track. Finish the day with a
scenic cruise of the Sound before we sail for our next destination.
This evening, enjoy Captain’s Farewell Drinks in the beautiful
surrounds of Marlborough, before crossing the Cook Strait
overnight.
DAY 9: ARRIVE WELLINGTON
This morning, arrive in Wellington to disembark at 8:00.

Mateo Winter
Guest Lecturer
Mateo hails from the ‘deep
south’ of New Zealand. A
passionate conservationist and
outdoorsman, Mateo brings
a wealth of local knowledge
about New Zealand’s flora,
fauna and environments.
Mateo has worked as a ranger
with yellow-eyed Penguins.
a guide at Orokonui Forest
Eco-sanctuary and has
established his own landbased tour company. He also
regularly volunteers for local
conservation projects.

IMAGES 1 Milford Sound, credit Bernard Spragg | 2 Fur seals, Otago Peninsula, credit Miles Holden | 3 South Island coast, credit Steve Parish |
4 Royal albatross, Dunedin, credit Tourism New Zealand
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Expedition to the
albatross latitudes
16 NIGHTS | 4 JANUARY 2024

1

Expedition Highlights

2

> Encounter many species of wildlife as we cruise down the
Fiordland coast towards Stewart Island
> Stroll through the forests of Ulva Island to spot birdlife,
including the weka, rifleman, kaka and kereru
> Discover the UNESCO World Heritage listed sub-Antarctic
islands, including the Snares, Auckland, Campbell,
and Antipodes Islands
> In some of the world’s most precious and wild habitats, spot
incredibly rare birdlife including the yellow-eyed rockhopper
and erect-crested penguins, northern giant petrel and 10
species of albatross.
> Climb through the red-flowering rata and ethereal
megaherb pastures on the Auckland Islands to take in
a view over the misty seascape of the Southern Ocean
> Learn about the history of Campbell Island and visit
the ‘world’s loneliest tree’
> Visit Macquarie Island, halfway to Antarctica, to visit the
Australian research station and marvel at the penguin
colonies and enormous numbers of seals
> Spend two days on Chatham Islands to meet the locals and
learn the history of the Moriori people, in one of the
most remote environments on earth
See Page 14 for Departures & Fares

VIEW AVAILABILITY & BOOK ONLINE >
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ITINERARY: 16 NIGHTS > MILFORD SOUND TO WELLINGTON
DAY 1: DEPART MILFORD SOUND
Transfer by coach from Queenstown to board Coral Geographer
in Milford Sound at 3:00 pm. Cruise Milford Sound / Piopiotahi to
a world-famous view of Mitre Peak, opposite Stirling Falls.
DAYS 2-15:
Your Expedition Team may make changes to the itinerary in order
to maximise your expeditionary experience. Below are the key
destinations we visit.
AT SEA
This itinerary includes a total of 5 days at sea to reach these
destinations. During sea days, relax or join our Expedition Team
for a program of interactive workshops and presentations.
FIORDLAND COAST
Fiordland National Park, a World Heritage site once described
as the Eighth Wonder of the World, is characterised by 14 fiords
carving through just 215 kilometres of coastline. This morning,
we will cruise along the Fiordland coast as we make our way to
Stewart Island. You may spot lounging fur seals, dolphins, and
the Fiordland penguin.
STEWART ISLAND / RAKIURA
Known in Maori mythology as Te Punga o Te Waka – ‘The Anchor
Stone of Maui’s Canoe’ - Stewart Island is New Zealand’s littlevisited ‘third island’. On Ulva Island, take a guided walk to spot
rare birdlife, including the Rifleman, Weka, and Kereru. Explore
the village of Oban, and cruise to Prices Point Whaling Station to
learn the region’s history.
SNARES ISLANDS / TINI HEKE
This morning, sail into your first sub-Antarctic anchorage at
the Snares Islands. The most pristine place in New Zealand, the
islands are protected as part of the sub-Antarctic Islands World
Heritage Site and landing ashore is prohibited. We may cruise
along the sheltered eastern side of the island to observe unique
megaherbs and the many bird species which nest here, including
the Snares Penguin, sooty shearwater and Buller’s Albatross.
AUCKLAND ISLANDS / MOTU MAHA
360 kilometres south of Stewart Island, the Auckland Islands
are known for their towering mountains and slopes blooming
with southern rata and megaherbs. We will go ashore at Enderby
Island to spot many of the unique birds that nest here, including
the Southern Royal Albatross, northern giant petrel and yelloweyed penguin. On Auckland Island, explore the remains of
Hardwicke Settlement, abandoned in the early 1800s and climb
the slopes to observe the shy albatross colony and take in the
view. Cruise by zodiac through the sheltered inlets of Carnley
Harbour and spot rare sea lions, or visit other historic sites.
MACQUARIE ISLAND
Discovered in 1810 by the Australian sealer Frederick
Hasselborough, Macquarie Island is a natural wonder. Added to
the UNESCO World Heritage list in 1997, it is the only location
where rocks from the earth’s mantle are exposed above sea level.
The island is home to the entire royal penguin population during
breeding season, as well as numerous other species including
king penguins. Seal species include fur seals and elephant
seals. Cruise Lusitania Bay to take in the awe-inspiring site of
thousands of penguins, go ashore to visit the Australian National
Antarctic Research Expedition and marvel at the diverse wildlife.
CAMPBELL ISLAND / MOTU IHUPUKU
Campbell Island is New Zealand’s most southern island. Over
many years it was the location for sealing, whaling, and farming
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endeavours, but was declared a nature reserve in 1954. Go
ashore at Perseverance Harbour, the location for the now
automated meteorological station, to observe the otherworldly
flora display of megaherbs, including the Campbell Island daisy,
the Silver Leaf Daisy and the Campbell Island Carrot. Walk
carefully along the protected pathways to spot some of the six
species of albatross that breed here, as well as rare yellow-eyed
penguins and many other birds and visit the ‘world’s loneliest
tree’, a Sitka Spruce over 100 years old.
ANTIPODES ISLANDS
The Antipodes Island group, volcanic and uninhabited, are part
of the New Zealand sub-Antarctic World Heritage site. The steep
and rocky islands are recognised as an Important Bird Area. We
may spot the southern rockhopper and erect-crested penguins,
albatrosses, petrels and the Antipodes snipe, pipit and parakeet.
The islands are surrounded by basalt cliffs emerging from the
sea, hollowed by sea caves and blanketed by mist. Here, we will
cruise the coastline to spot birds and admire the landscape of
tussock grass, shield fern and megaherbs.
CHATHAM ISLANDS
The Chatham Islands, a territory of New Zealand, have sustained
human settlement for centuries. For over 400 years, the original
Moriori settlers were isolated from the outside world.
Over two days, explore these islands and meet the local people.
On tender cruises around Mangere Island and Pyramid Rock,
look for endemic species such as the Forbes’ parakeet, Chatham
Island Shag and perhaps the critically endangered Taiko and
Black Robin. Visit the main settlement of Waitangi and learn
about Moriori and European history at Pitt Island.
DAY 17: ARRIVE WELLINGTON
This morning, we arrive at Wellington to disembark at 8:00am.

Steve Cox
Expedition Development
Having previously worked as
a dive instructor. Steve then
spent 12 years guiding guests
with Coral Expeditions. In
2021, Steve joined our product
development team to bring his
experience from the field to
help create new expeditions.
Steve’s best experience
with Coral Expeditions was
swimming with the whale
sharks in Indonesia.

IMAGES 1 Albatross, Campbell Island | 2 View over Auckland Islands, credit Kimberley Collins | 3 King Penguin, Macquarie Island | 4 Tangled rata forest, Campbell Island
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World Heritage Islands
of THE Sub-Antarctic
12 NIGHTS | 31 JANUARY 2024

1

Expedition Highlights

2

> Visit the largely untouched world heritage areas of Snares
Island Group, Auckland Islands, Campbell Islands, and the
renowned wildlife sanctuary of Macquarie Island
> Take part in a rare opportunity to walk the rocky shorelines
of Auckland and Campbell Islands
> On zodiac excursions, observe King and Royal penguin
colonies at Lusitania Bay
> Enjoy guided walks on Macquarie Island with Park Rangers
and encounter rare flora including fields of megaherbs,
mosses and lichens
> Learn about the history and heritage of early explorers and
settlers in these remote islands
> Encounter the “world’s loneliest tree” - a Sitka Spruce which is more than 200 kilometres from the next closest
tree on Auckland Island
See Page 14 for Departures & Fares

VIEW AVAILABILITY & BOOK ONLINE >

IMAGES 1 Royal penguins on Macquarie Island | 2 Male southern elephant seals
fighting on Macquarie Island | 3 Ross lily-(Bulbinella rossii), Enderby Island
4 Macquarie Island isthmus and research station
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ITINERARY: 12 NIGHTS > BLUFF TO MELBOURNE

S

DEPART BLUFF

CAMPBELL ISLAND – PERSERVERANCE HARBOUR

Board at 4:00pm at Bluff, New Zealand. There is time to settle
into your stateroom before our 5:00pm departure. Spend the day
exploring Coral Geographer and all her facilities including wraparound Promenade Deck, Open Bridge with Navigator Lounge,
Vista Deck, Lounge, Gym and Cocktail Bars. As dusk falls, meet
your fellow travellers and crew for the Captain’s Welcome Drinks.

Windswept Campbell Island is one of the main islands within the
sub-Antarctic Islands World Heritage Site, and New Zealand’s
most southern island. Over many years it was the location for
sealing, whaling, and farming endeavours, but was declared a
nature reserve in 1954. Since that time, introduced animals have
been eradicated, including cattle, sheep, cats and rats. This has
allowed native wildlife, birdlife, and vegetation to recover and be
reintroduced.

DAYS 2-12:
Your Expedition Team may make changes to the itinerary in order
to maximise your expeditionary experience. Below are the key
destinations we visit.
SNARES
We sail into our first sub-Antarctic anchorage at the Snares
Islands. This small group of islands, also known as Tini Heke, are
the most northern of New Zealand’s sub-Antarctic islands. They
are one of the most pristine places in New Zealand, as they were
spared whaling and sealing activities in the 19th century. These
islands are protected as part of the sub-Antarctic Island World
Heritage Site and landing ashore is prohibited.
If weather permits, we will cruise along the sheltered eastern
side of the island to observe the seabirds which breed on the
forested Northeast Island. The island is populated by rare and
unique megaherbs such as the large tree daisy and stilbocarpa,
and is home to many endemic bird species, including the Snares
Penguin. The sooty shearwater nests here in enormous numbers
and are joined by Buller’s albatross, the mottled petrel and the
brown skua. The exposed coastlines also provide a breeding and
resting area for New Zealand fur seals and New Zealand sea lions.
AUCKLAND ISLANDS – ENDERBY ISLAND & CARNLEY
HARBOUR
The Auckland Islands is a group of eight rugged islands
positioned close to each other and separated by narrow sea
channels. Dominated by the remains of two 12-million-year-old
volcanoes, the islands are the largest of New Zealand’s subAntarctic islands.
Here, we will go ashore at Enderby Island to spend time
birdwatching. Spot myriad rare birds which nest here, including
the southernroyal albatross, northern giant petrel, Auckland
Island shag, red-crowned parakeet, and yellow-eyed penguin.
At Sandy Bay, you may also spot the Hooker’s sea lion.
On Auckland Island, we explore the remains of Hardwicke
Settlement at Port Ross. If weather permits, there may be an
opportunity to climb the slopes to observe the shy albatross
colony nesting in the tussock grass. Later, we may cruise by
Zodiac or Xplorer through the sheltered inlets of Carnley Harbour,
climbing through rata forest to take in the views from a vantage
point, or visiting a historic site on the islands.
Numerous heritage sites abound here including:
• Castaway Finger Posts which guided shipwrecked sailors to
castaway depots
• Sandy Bay Boatshed which was a lifeline for shipwrecked
survivors to row to
• Stella Hut, a surviving castaway depot

The steep hills and slopes of Campbell Island are covered with
megaherbs including the Campbell Island daisy, silver leaf daisy
and Campbell Island carrot. These plants create a colourful
display in summer. Sharing the space with these remarkable
plants are the equally remarkable albatrosses. Six types of
albatross breed on the island, including the enormous southern
royal albatross. It is also possible to spot petrels, shearwaters,
terns, shags, the rare yellow-eyed and eastern rockhopper
penguins also found on the island.
We anchor in Perseverance Harbour and go ashore at Beeman
Base, where a hike along a marked trail enables us to get a close
view of the flora and fauna of the island. You may have the
opportunity to visit the ‘world’s loneliest tree’, a Sitka spruce
over 100 years old, and cruise the harbours by tender to view the
basalt columns, kelp forests, fur seals and sea lions.
DAY AT SEA
MACQUARIE ISLAND
Added to the UNESCO World Heritage list in 1997 due to its
outstanding natural values, it is the only location on the planet
where rocks from the earth’s mantle are exposed above sea level.
The island is home to the entire royal penguin population during
breeding season, as well as numerous other species including
king, gentoo and rockhopper penguins. Seal species include fur
seals and elephant seals and it is home to the Hooker’s sea lion.
Cruise Lusitania Bay to take in the awe-inspiring site of thousands
of penguins, go ashore to visit the Australian National Antarctic
Research Expedition, and marvel at the diverse wildlife including
wandering albatross and giant petrels.
Due to its remote locale the island is a breeding, birthing and
resting site for seals while seabirds flock to the rock stacks and
plateau to raise their young. For generations, this has been a
haven for penguins with four species and more than two million
birds to be found on the eastern and northern beaches and caves
and tussock grasses.
Encounter this natural beauty which was formed 10 million
years ago. Witness what UNSECO calls the island’s remote and
windswept landscape of steep escarpments, lakes and dramatic
changes in vegetation which provides an outstanding spectacle
of wild natural beauty. It is often described as a “small speck
thrust up into the vast Southern Ocean” with a coastal terrace
characterised by waterlogged and heavily vegetated areas and
framed by steep escarpments. Vegetation on Macquarie Island
differs vastly within a small space from lush grassland to sparse
feldmark.

• Enderby Settlement – an ill-fated planned settlement
• Derry Castle grave site on Enderby Island
• World War Two lookout huts designed to keep watch for enemy
naval vessels
• The expedition site where a rare sighting of Venus was
recorded to measure the Earth’s distance from the sun

DAYS AT SEA (4)
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
Arrive in Melbourne at 3:30pm for disembarkment at 5:30pm.
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DEPARTURES & FARES
NEW ZEALAND’S EAST COAST

VISIT >

12 Nights - Departs Auckland
Date

Departs

Vessel

07 January 2023

Auckland

Coral Adventurer

23 December 2023

Auckland

Coral Geographer

Rates:

Coral Adventurer

Coral Geographer

Bridge Deck
Balcony Suite

Bridge Deck
Stateroom

Twin Share

$24,120

$18,790

Twin Share

$22,990

-

n/a

n/a

$25,680

Sole Use

Explorer
Deck

1

Promenade
Deck

Coral
Deck

$17,120

$12,890

$10,720

$17,120

$12,890

$10,720

$19,335

$16,080

FIORDLAND & THE SOUTH COAST

2

3

VISIT >

8 Nights - Departs Milford Sound | 19 Jan 2023 | Coral Adventurer

Twin Share
Sole Use

Bridge Deck
Balcony Suite

Bridge Deck
Stateroom

Explorer
Deck

Promenade
Deck

Coral
Deck

$16,390

$12,740

$11,690

$8,740

$7,290

n/a

n/a

$17,535

$13,110

$10,935

EXPEDITION TO THE
ALBATROSS LATITUDES

VISIT >

16 Nights - Departs Milford Sound | 04 Jan 2024 | Coral Geographer
Bridge Deck
Balcony Suite

Twin Share
Sole Use

Explorer
Deck

Promenade
Deck

Coral
Deck

$28,720

$21,390

$15,990

$13,360

n/a

$32,085*

$23,985*

$20,040*

VISIT >

12 Nights - Departs Bluff | 31 Jan 2024 | Coral Geographer

Sole Use

On board you will discover a personal and relaxed
atmosphere befitting our Australian heritage. We do not
have formal nights, organised entertainment or designated
seating. Instead, you will enjoy a convivial atmosphere
shared with like-minded explorers, with our experienced and
friendly crew always at hand.
Enjoy freshly prepared meals from the open galley featuring
local ingredients from the regions we visit. Relax in the
spacious and open atmosphere of our indoor and outdoor
bars and dining areas. Enjoy craft beers, artisanal spirits and
wines sourced from the Australia and New Zealand’s finest
terroirs at the end of a long day ashore.

WINE SELECTIONS

WORLD HERITAGE ISLANDS
OF SUB-ANTARCTIC
Twin Share

CUISINE & WINE

Bridge Deck
Balcony Suite

Explorer
Deck

Promenade
Deck

Coral
Deck

$26,080

$23,120

$17,280

$14,420

n/a

$34,680*

$25,920*

$21,630*

We offer two wine packages, which guests may purchase in
addition to our house selection, that feature hand-selected
Australian wines and French Champagne.
> A Taste of Australia Selection: Six bottles featuring
Australian wines - three reds, two whites and a rosé
> Connoisseur Selection: Six bottles featuring two whites,
three reds and French Champagne.

FIND OUT MORE >
DISCOVER MORE ONLINE >

INCLUSIONS
> All excursions with our Expedition Team

Prices are per person and listed in Australian Dollars (AUD).
*Limited sole use occupancy available.

> Use of Xplorer, Zodiacs and Kayaks
> Daily lectures and briefings with Guest Lecturers
> All meals, chef-prepared on board
> Captain’s welcome and farewell events, and open bridge
access
> Selected wines, selected beers and house spirits, juices,
and soft drinks served with lunch and dinner
> 24-hour barista-style coffee and tea station
> All entrance fees to National Parks, ports, traditional
owner fees and charges imposed by governing authorities
> Tips and gratuities
> Use of all onboard facilities, incl. a reference library

IMAGES 1 Chefs at work, credit David Kirkland | 2 Dinner served onboard
3 Sunset drinks on the Vista Deck
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> Your expedition photos captured during the voyage

1

CORAL Geographer

2

3

Features
• 2 Xplorer tenders, 6 Zodiacs • Navigator Lounge in Bridge •
Single seat dining with wine table • Three cocktail bars • Wellequipped gym • Passenger elevator • Anchor-free technology

Stateroom Categories
Bridge Deck Balcony Suites
Explorer Deck Balcony Staterooms
Promenade Deck Staterooms
Coral Deck Staterooms

4
• 37.5sqm • Private Balcony
• 21.4sqm • Private Balcony
• 17sqm • Picture Window
• 17sqm • Porthole Window

VIEW DECK PLAN >

12

5

CORAL Adventurer
6

7

Features
• 2 Xplorer tenders, 6 Zodiacs • Navigator Lounge in Bridge
• Single seat dining with wine table • Three cocktail bars • Wellequipped gym • Passenger elevator • Anchor-free technology

Stateroom Categories
Bridge Deck Balcony Suites
Bridge Deck Balcony Staterooms
Explorer Deck Balcony Staterooms
Promenade Deck Staterooms
Coral Deck Staterooms

• 55.8sqm • Private Balcony
• 21.4sqm • Private Balcony
• 21.4sqm • Private Balcony
• 17sqm • Picture Window
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• 17sqm • Porthole Window

VIEW DECK PLAN >
IMAGES 1 Coral Geographer | 2 Explorer Deck Stateroom | 3 Gym | 4 Lounge |
5 Coral Adventurer | 6 Explorer Deck Stateroom | 7 Bridge Deck Suite Bathroom |
8 Sunset drinks, Coral Adventurer
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1

2

3

4

IMAGES 1 Pier at Akaroa | 2 Maori carving at Gisborne | 3 Dunedin landmark | 4 Gannet colony at Cape Kidnappers

REQUEST AN EMAILED BROCHURE >
REQUEST A PRINTED BROCHURE >
Contact us today or speak with your travel agent.
Online
Email
Free call (Australia)
Outside Australia

www.coralexpeditions.com
explore@coralexpeditions.com
1800 079 545
+61 7 4040 9999

Head office PO Box 2093 Cairns 4870 QLD Australia
ABN 51 010 809 417
Last Updated: November 29, 2022 11:29 AM

